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FashionTEX Brings 
Digital Fashion 
Education to 
Europe's Fashion 
Schools

Europe's fashion schools are getting a digital upgrade. The 
three-year project FashionTEX builds digital fashion expertise 
and trains students and lecturers across the continent, with 
more future-oriented and sustainable curricula. With CLO3D 
software, designers work digitally at every stage of the value 
cycle. They create garments in 3D, test fabrics and silhouettes 
on virtual avatars, and replace many physical samples with 
virtual prototypes, saving time, material and cost.

Wednesday, September 30 
at Riga Makerspace

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME
Thursday, October 1
at Riga Makerspace and LED Unit

9:15 Registration and Welcome Coffee

10:00 Opening Speeches
Prof. Andris Vitoliņš, Vice-Rector, Art Academy of Latvia
Bernhard Reeder, European Culture Forum
Janis Gailitis, Head of Development and Communication Department, Art Academy of Latvia
Cristiano Carciani, Director. Amsterdam Fashion Academy

Get ready for an electrifying program of talks and keynotes, bringing together a powerhouse line-up of voices from across the fashion world. Together, they'll dive into the dynamic relationship between Digitalisation and 
Sustainability - unpacking the opportunities and challenges of this game-changing duo, today and tomorrow. Attendees will enjoy front-row access to in-depth conversations with fashion experts, sharing bold insights from 
their creative and technical mastery; exploring fashion as both cultural artefact and living history; and uncovering how technology and virtual 3D design are reshaping what fashion can become - all through a sharp, critical lens 
on where Digitalisation meets Sustainability.

9:15 Registration and coffee

10:00 Keynote
Sustainability and Digital Rapid Prototyping, with Uwe Bodenschatz: How can digital 
fabrication make prototyping faster, more flexible and more sustainable? Uwe Boden-
schatz explores the potential of rapid prototyping as a tool for rethinking contemporary 
design and production. Drawing on his extensive practical experience with 3D printing, 3D 
scanning, laser cutting and digital manufacturing, he demonstrates how technologies can 
enable designers to experiment, test and refine ideas before committing to conventional 
production. His work also investigates the potential of residual and alternative materials for 
additive manufacturing, connecting technological innovation with resource efficiency and 
circular thinking. The keynote offers a practical perspective on how digital fabrication can 
connect creativity, sustainability and new forms of making.

11:00 Tour of Riga Makerspaces Labs up-and-coming technologies applicable to fashion 
design: Explore Riga Makerspace laboratories and discover emerging technologies with 
potential applications in fashion design. The tour introduces participants to digital 
fabrication, prototyping and experimental making, offering insights into how new tools 
and processes can support creative exploration, innovation and more sustainable 
approaches to fashion design and production. 

September 30 and October 1, 2026

Digitalisation and Sustainability in Fashion:
Benefits & Challenges

12:15 Lunch Break (independent)

13:45 Guest Speaker
Historical Fashion Heritage, Digitalisation and Sustainability, with Maarit 
Kalmakurki: How can digital technologies help us preserve, understand and reinterpret 
fashion heritage while supporting a more sustainable future? Maarit Kalmakurki explores 
the meeting point between historical dress, digital reconstruction and contemporary 
design practice. Drawing on her research into historical garments and digital costume 
design (including the reconstruction of seventeenth-century clothing in 3D), she 
demonstrates how digital tools can reveal construction techniques, materials and details 
that are difficult to access through physical objects alone. This guest talk considers how 
digital reconstruction can support research, education and creative practice while 
reducing the need for physical production and opening new ways of engaging with fashion 
heritage.

15:00 Panel
Digitalisation and Sustainability in the Academia, with Ann Claes, Maarit 
Kalmakurki, Adele Parker, Dorette Bardos, and Antonio Lo Presti: How should fashion 
education respond to the rapid transformation of the industry? Ann Claes, Maarit 
Kalmakurki, Adele Parker, Dorette Bárdos and Antonio Lo Presti discuss how digitalisation 
and sustainability are reshaping curricula, teaching methods, creative practice and the 
skills students need to navigate a changing fashion landscape.

16:15 End of Activities at Riga Makerspace.

18:30 to
21:30

Closing Celebration and Fashion Show of the FashionTEX Project, at LEDunit, and 
FashionTEX Award Ceremony 2026: The FashionTEX Festival 2026 in Riga culminates in 
an evening celebrating creativity, digital innovation and sustainable fashion. A digital and 
physical catwalk will showcase the work of FashionTEX 2026 participants, alongside an 
exhibition of 2025 works, followed by the FashionTEX Award Ceremony 2026.

12:15  Lunch Break (independent)

11:00 Keynote
Digitalisation and Sustainability in Fashion: Benefits and Challenges, with Ann Claes: 
How can digitalisation help fashion become more sustainable without creating new challenges 
of its own? In this keynote, Ann Claes explores the opportunities and limitations of technology 
in the transition towards a more circular fashion industry. Drawing on her work at the intersec-
tion of fashion, technology and sustainability, she looks at digital product creation, Digital 
Product Passports, virtual tools, data and emerging circular business models. Ann challenges 
the idea of technology as a silver bullet, instead presenting it as an enabler of meaningful 
change when applied with purpose. The keynote offers practical insights into how digital 
innovation can support transparency, creativity, circularity and new value creation.

13:45 Panel
Digitalisation and Sustainability in Fashion Branding and Imaging, with Isabelle Udo, 
Isabelle Palumbo, Sara Orfali, and Frank de Rooij: How can digitalisation contribute to 
more sustainable fashion branding and imagery? Isabelle Udo, Isabelle Palumbo, Sara Orfali 
and Frank de Rooij explore the intersection of technology, creativity and sustainability, 
examining how digital tools, 3D design, immersive experiences and new forms of visual 
storytelling can reshape fashion communication while reducing environmental impact.

14:45 Panel
Digitalisation and Sustainability in Fashion Design, with Piret Puppart, Agita Klauss, 
Katerina Skarabelova, Irena Šabariš Škugor: Digitalisation and Sustainability in Fashion 
Design, featuring Piret Puppart, Agita Klauss, Katerina Skarabelova, and Irena Šabarić, 
unpacks how digital tools are rewriting the rules of design, development, and production. 
The panel dives into the opportunities and tensions of going digital - from 3D design and 
experimentation to material efficiency - and asks how technology might drive fashion 
toward a more sustainable future.

16:00 to
 18:00

Visits to local Latvian design studios: MUCINA studio, designer Iveta Vecmane, 
Backdoor Market Home, Keta Gutmane. Discover Latvia’s contemporary design landscape 
through visits to local design studios. Participants will gain first-hand insight into creative 
practices, production processes and the evolving role of digital technologies and sustainabili-
ty in design. The visits offer an opportunity to meet designers, exchange ideas and connect 
the Festival’s themes with professional practice. Due to space constraints, studio visits are 
capped at 20 guests per visit. We recommend booking ahead, as spots are limited and 
available on a first-come, first-served basis.

Hosted By

Co-organised by

In Collaboration

Co-funded by

2023 – 2026 FASHIONTEX.EU - Funded under Creative Europe Programme (CREA) Topic CREA-CULT-2023-COOP-3
FashionTEX European Academy for Young Designers to Study Innovative Technologies in Digital Fashion Design. Project ID 101127950

FASHIONTEX
FESTIVAL 2026



The FashionTEX analysis reveals that fashion schools throughout Europe 
frequently trail behind current industry practice. Digital tools and 
sustainability already influence design, product development, 
marketing and sales, but many curricula still depend on conventional 
methods and approaches. The schools are also at widely varying stages: 
some offer advanced training, while others have only started introduc-
ing digital fashion and sustainability into their teaching.

FashionTEX sets out to bridge these gaps through three formats: ATELIER 
courses run at every partner school and offer students practical, hands-on 

training in digital fashion; joint MAKERSPACES unite students and lecturers, 
who work side by side, share ideas and try out new approaches; public 
FESTIVALS showcase the outcomes to industry representatives and the wider 
public. Through online and on-site meetings, conferences and workshops, 
the partners design education modules that lift the quality of teaching at 
their own universities and beyond. Knowledge is exchanged openly between 
institutions, allowing every school to profit from the experience of its peers. 
Through high-quality STEAM education modules, lecturers and students will 
make use of the project's results, and these modules also open new paths for 
European exchange programs in fashion and textile design education.

The next milestone is approaching. On October 1, Riga Makerspace 2026 will 
present its results at LEDUnit, the premier virtual production studio in Riga, 
Latvia. 24 students from 11 universities will present their work in a digital 
fashion show and a physical catwalk. The event shows what international 
collaboration can achieve: young designers from different countries, cultures 
and skill levels join forces to create collections that point toward the future of 
fashion. For the students, it is an opportunity to present their work on a 
professional stage. For the industry, it offers a first glimpse of emerging 
digital talent.

 

Fashion’s Next
Generation

Kostiantyn Polonskyi
Kiev National University of Technologies and Design

Ethel  Noortoots
Estonian Academy of Arts
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Michał  Piotrowski
Lodz University of Technology

Adelaide Fioroni
Koefia Academy, Rome

Sophie  Pöhler
West Saxon University of Applied Sciences of Zwickau

Leticija Orlova
Art Academy of Latvia

Flavia Guerra
Koefia Academy, Rome

Liepa Zalatoriūtė
Vilnius Academy of Arts

Tiago  Soares Vieira
Faculty of Architecture, University of Lisbon

Mykola Polonskyi
Kiev National University of Technologies and Design
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